Podcasting as a Whole Class Activity

A unit of work designed to teach key podcasting skills, promote independent and collaborative learning, and
develop a “critical ear” through the use of peer review. It could be adapted for use throughout KS2

Prior Learning: It may be useful to introduce the concept of podcasting by listening to a few schools
podcasts e.g. http://www.downsfm.com/

Organisation: Except for the first session, organise your class into groups of four or five. These can be mixed
ability, or you can take the opportunity to extend gifted and talented children and provide extra support for
children with SEN. Keep the same groups for each session. Each session could be of about 40 minutes
duration — although with a little integration into your literacy or humanities programme the unit could easily
be extended for a half-term

Resources: Each group will require a pc or laptop with podcasting software, speakers and a microphone.

Session 1: Software Skills

If at all possible, this session should take place in an ICT suite with one child per pc.
Objective: To be able to record and edit sound files using podcasting software.

Resources: A pre-recorded spoken podcast with deliberate pauses and coughs etc.
A short written poem or story from a prior literacy lesson

Part 1: Listen to the short piece and identify the mistakes. Show the children how to delete pauses and coughs etc and
review. Children then edit their copy of the file and review.

Part 2: Show children how to record speech. Children then record, review and edit their prepared text.

Session 2: Recording an interview

Objectives: To revisit software skills learned in session 1; to understand the difference between closed and open
questions; to prepare and record an interview between two people.

Whole class: check for understanding of concept of open and closed questions by interviewing a couple of children,
using all closed, all open and a mixture of questions. Discuss which is the most interesting approach.

Independent group work: Each group to prepare an interview with one member of the group and present to the class.
If time permits, record, edit and publish the interview (preferably on a blog site to permit peer comments.)

Plenary: Review each group’s contribution. (note, this could be done for homework if the interviews have been
published on a blog)

Session 3: Preparing a Radio Show

Note: this session can be split into multiple sessions depending upon the age group. Each element of the show could
have its own session with groups working collaboratively rather than independently. Alternatively, incorporate
elements into cross-curricular work by doing script writing in history, geography or literacy.

Objective: To prepare a short “radio show” script for podcasting






